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Undisclosed: The State v. Jason Carroll
Episode 3: Shoe Leather

Monday, October 18, 2021

TRIGGER WARNING: this episode contains descriptions of sexual assault.
Please listen with discretion.

Rabia Chaudry: On Saturday, February 27, 1971, an 18-year-old New Hampshire
woman named Susan Randall hitched a ride with the wrong person. Earlier that night
she had met up with a friend in Manchester to hang out and get some pizza. It was
close to midnight when her friend got a ride back home with her own father, but Susan
told them not to worry, she would hitch a ride back home herself.

Her mother had warned her of the dangers of getting rides from strangers, but this was
the 70s, an era when teens and young adults thought nothing of it.

Susan walked until she got to the Chicken House Restaurant and stood outside. Diners
inside saw the young woman, bundled up in a fur coat, waiting. Eventually, a man pulled
up in a white car, and Susan got in with him.

Two days later, her body was found in the frozen Merrimack River, beaten and half
naked.

[01:12] Rabia Chaudry: According to the police, that same night a carpenter named
Robert Breest was moving from one apartment to another, hauling furniture back and
forth in his white sedan. He, the police were convinced, was the culprit. And why not?
Two years earlier, in July of 1969, Breest’s girlfriend Luella Blakeslee had disappeared,
never showing up for a date, he claimed. Her body wouldn’t be found for twenty years.
And six months before his girlfriend disappeared, an 11 year-old Debra Horn, a child
that Luella herself had been tutoring, had been abducted from her home and murdered.
Breest hadn’t been arrested or charged in either of these cases, but had been a
suspect.

And now, after Susan was found murdered, a search of Breest’s car revealed fibers
from her coat, he had scratches on his hands, blood on his boots, and even blood under
his fingernails which matched the victim’s blood type. If that wasn’t enough to be an
open and shut case, Breest sealed his fate by confessing to a man named David Carita,
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a jailhouse informant with a long criminal history. Carita alleged that Breest told him he
acted completely alone in abducting and killing Susan, and this confession was enough
to land the State their conviction.

Breest, however, always publicly maintained his innocence, in fact holding that he
wasn’t even in the state that night. Twice he was offered parole if he just admitted his
guilt, but he refused to. Decades later, in 2012, DNA testing of material collected from
under Susan’s fingernails showed the presence of two other male profiles, but still didn’t
clear him. Breest is still in prison to this day, after being denied a new trial by the NH
Supreme Court a few years ago.

[03:05] In 1988, when Sharon Johnson visited her friend Helene Hanks on the Fourth of
July to watch fire works together, they talked about the murder of Susan Randall. It
came up because Susan Randall and Sharon Johnson had been best friends in high
school and Sharon had never forgotten her. Ironically, that Fourth of July evening would
be the last time Helene Hanks ever saw Sharon.

Sharon would never learn about the questions raised around the innocence or guilt of
Robert Breest, because sixteen years after the murder of her best friend, she herself
would end up a murder victim. And similar to her friend’s case, the convicted murderer
would maintain his innocence for decades.

---

Rabia Chaudry: Hi, and welcome to Undisclosed. My name is Rabia Chaudry. I’m an
attorney and author of Adnan’s Story, and I’m here with my colleagues Susan Simpson
and Colin Miller.

Susan Simpson: Hi, I’m Susan Simpson. I’m an attorney in Washington D.C. and I blog
at TheViewFromLL2.

Colin Miller: Hi, this is Colin Miller, I’m an Associate Dean and Professor at the
University of South Carolina School of Law, and I blog at EvidenceProfBlog.
Hi and Welcome to UD….

---

[06:09] Susan Simpson: We know about this conversation that Sharon Johnson had
just weeks before she was murdered because of a newspaper interview Helene Hanks
gave in the days after Sharon’s body was found.
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The story was the front page of every newspaper for days, if not longer, as police
stepped up their investigation. They had their work cut out from them from day one.

First off, Sharon’s car was missing. There was no murder weapon identified or located,
and her purse and the shirt she had been wearing were also nowhere to be found.

Investigators were working on multiple fronts as they tried to piece together what
happened to Sharon. They had to locate her missing personal belongings and her car,
ascertain her movements after she left work on Thursday, July 28th, search for new
evidence at the crime scene, and of course corroborate the statements of the prime
suspect, Ken Johnson, and keep an eye on him.

Ken met with the police three times on Friday the 29th, once when he was interviewed
for the missing person’s report, next when he was visited by police to inform him that
Sharon’s body had been found, and finally when he was interviewed that night at the
station.

According to him, the two girls Melonie and Julie had left the house on their bikes early
in the evening so their aunt could take Melonie to a Weight Watchers meeting. Ken says
he went out too for a bit around 7:00 pm, heading to Manchester and then Bedford,
bought some cigarettes but nothing else, and returned home around 9:30 pm and found
the girls were already there. The detectives had to turn their attention to the girls and to
the aunt and uncle who had been with them that night when Ken was out.

They interviewed Kenneth Eaton, Sharon’s brother, and his wife Dianne together, on the
day after Sharon’s body was found. The Eatons lived a few miles away from the
Johnsons, and Ken Eaton told the police he was very close to his sister, but steered
clear of Ken. They rarely visited Sharon at her home, rather she would come by more
frequently.

But like others also reported, if Sharon stayed out longer at her brother’s house than
Ken expected, Ken would begin calling in a huff, demanding she come home. Eaton
found it strange that Ken never called them the night Sharon didn’t come home, or even
the day after. He instead had learned about it from his father, who had gotten a call from
Ken telling him Sharon was missing.

[08:30] Diane had last spoken to her sister-in-law the evening before, when they talked
over the phone briefly. Sharon had told her that she would bring over twenty dollars for
Melonie’s Weight Watchers meeting, and then another call came through on
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call-waiting. Sharon told Diane she would call her back, but never did. Diane took
Melonie to the Weight Watchers meetings every week, but normally she would pick the
girls up from their house. This week though, Ken called her and said he was sending
the girls over on their bikes, which was unusual.

Julie stayed at the house with Ken Eaton, while Diane took Melonie to the meeting.
Once they returned, her husband loaded up the girls bikes in his truck and drove them
home. The house was dark, no one was there when they arrived.

Fourteen year old Melonie was reluctant to speak to the police the first time they met
with her, avoiding eye contact, barely responding, still traumatized, according to the
police report.  She told the detective that around 6:00 pm, she and Julie had left their
home on their bikes to go to their uncle and aunt’s home so she could get a ride to her
Weight Watcher’s meeting.

After returning from the meeting, her uncle had dropped them both back off at home on
the night her mother disappeared around 8:30 pm. When they arrived, Ken wasn’t there
and the house was empty. Ken came home between 9:30 and 10:00, she said, and
couldn’t remember if there was anything on television to help pinpoint the time. Seven
year old Julie, however, did remember a specific data point. She recalled they had been
watching Night Court on television and Ken arrived after it ended. The police took a look
at the tv listings and found that the show ran from 9:30 to 10:00 that night, which gave
them a more solid sense of the timeline.

[10:18] Colin Miller: To refresh your memory, Ken told the police he was home around
9:30, not 10:00 pm. It may not seem like those thirty, forty minutes are significant, but
then if they weren’t significant, you have to wonder why Ken fudged the timeline. It
wasn’t random, Ken wanted the police to think he was home earlier than he actually
was.

According to Melonie, Ken was dressed casually, in a t-shirt and shorts. She wasn’t sure
if he had been wearing the same ones earlier in the day, because he generally dressed
like that all the time. She didn’t see anything unusual about his clothes, no dirt or stains
or blood.

Ken asked if Sharon had come home or called, to which the girls responded, “No.”
Before Melonie could say another word to Ken, he said, “I have to go to the bathroom,”
and disappeared into the restroom. Melonie said that when he returned, he told them to
go to bed and the two girls went down into the lower level of the house. Around midnight
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Ken came downstairs and again told them to get to bed, which they finally did at around
12:30 am. When Melonie fell asleep around 1:00 am, she was sure Ken was still awake.

In one statement Melonie tells the police that both the girls woke up around 10:30 am
the next morning, but a week later she changed the statement a bit. She says that Julie
woke up before she did, around 7:00 am, came back to the bedroom and told Melonie
that Ken was awake, and then they both went back to sleep and didn’t get up until close
to 11:00.

Either way, Melonie asked Ken as soon as she saw him whether her mom came home
the night before. He had responded, “Yeah, around 1:00 am,” and then told her that
Sharon had already left for work. Melonie found this strange because she had been
awake at 1:00 am but had heard nothing.

Melonie:
I didn’t know if my mom had come home or not, because I had went to bed, was
mad because I didn’t get to give her any hugs and kisses before I went to bed,
and I asked, “Did mom come home?”

And he had said that morning when I had spoken to him, before everything
happened, he was like, “Yeah, she did,” and I was like, “Well I didn’t get any hugs
and kisses.”

I kind of remember him saying she had come home, so I remember wondering
why I didn’t get any hugs and kisses. I wondered why my mom didn’t come say
goodbye to me in the morning. I’m like, ok, maybe she just decided to let me
sleep, didn’t want to wake me up, thinking maybe I stayed up later because she
wasn’t home. So I hadn’t thought anything about it, I just remember, “Where’s my
mom? What’s going on?” I didn’t know anything.

[12:49] Colin Miller: That’s when Melonie noticed someone else at the house, which
happened to be Thomas Sexton, there to take the missing person’s report. She asked
Ken why the police were there and he told her because they were checking on their
neighbor’s empty house.

Melonie was starting to feel suspicious about what was going on and went to the
bathroom to check the toothbrushes. Sharon was diligent about brushing her teeth, but
none of the brushes were wet that morning. Melonie then checked the washing
machine, where her mother left her clothing at the end of the day to wash. The clothes
she was wearing the day before weren’t there.
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That’s when Melonie realized something was wrong and that Ken was lying. The girls
confronted him and he admitted through tears that Sharon hadn’t come home the night
before. Not long after, two other officers arrived, and Ken sent the girls to their room.
When Melonie was summoned out, Ken broke the news to her.

Melonie:
And he’s rubbing his head, and while rubbing his head he looked at me sadly and
he rubs his face and he said, “Mom’s dead!”

And I said, “What?!” and he gets up and tries to give me a hug and I almost fell
out of my seat because I didn’t want him to touch me, so I ran away. Because
before that, when nobody was telling me anything, I said, “If you find my mother
dead, you’re going to find me dead, too.”

I was that upset, because nobody was telling me anything. I just remember
saying that to people. Because nobody would tell me anything. I said, “If you find
my mother dead, you’re going to find me dead, too.”

Melonie told the police that they were a happy family, though once in a while there had
been a couple of big blow-ups, generally between Sharon and herself, or Lisa, Ken’s
daughter who was also pregnant. Her mother, Melonie thought, was afraid of the
competition for Ken’s affection between the two babies, especially if Lisa ended up
having a boy and Sharon ended up having a baby girl.

Ken, she said, really wanted a son. One that would look just like him. He would speak to
Sharon’s stomach and say things like “You brat in there, when you come out, you’re
going to say, ‘Daddy,’ ” and went around telling everyone that he was having a boy. He
had even bought a tiny pair of baby boy’s sweatpants.

The night the family learned of Sharon’s murder, Melonie’s father Gary Gage had come
to pick her up, and Julie had also been picked up by relatives, leaving Ken Johnson
alone at home.

It wasn’t until another month passed that Melonie added a couple of additional details
about those days. She remembered that after she and Julie had left on their bikes to go
to her aunt and uncle’s home on July 28th, she turned back around halfway there. She
had forgotten her lotion and needed to go back home. When she got to the house, Ken
became livid, asking her why she returned. She left quickly, escorted out by him as he
told her to hurry up and get going. She also recalled that in the morning that day, after
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her mother had left for work, Ken had told her that Sharon would be coming home late
that night, because she would be meeting a friend at the mall. But of course, she never
came home at all.

---

[16:04] Rabia Chaudry: One of the first actions the police took in the investigation was
to pull Sharon’s records from her desk phone at Digital, hoping to find a clue in them as
to where she may have been heading after work on that last day. The call records
showed that Sharon made only two calls on Thursday, July 28th - one at 10:07 am and
the next at 5:00 pm, both of the calls to her own home, presumably to speak to Ken.

Ken hadn’t mentioned the earlier call to police when questioned but he had said she
called him towards the end of the work day to let him know she was staying a bit later to
wrap up some work, then going to Massachusetts to cash a lottery ticket. Numerous
coworkers reported the same thing, that Sharon was planning on going to Tyngsboro,
Massachusetts after work to play the lottery, and a few reported that she was planning
on doing some shopping for the baby after work.

Ed Sanders, the colleague who was the last to leave work that night, and locked up
after Sharon left, told police she had mentioned she might be visiting a friend as well
that night. He recalled that Sharon was wearing a white maternity shirt with teddy bears
and baby rattles on it, jeans, a jacket, and gray moccasins.

Video footage from Digital’s security cameras showed that Sharon left work at 6:29 pm,
but did so without a jacket. She did, however, have her gray purse slung over one
shoulder.

Investigators were able to confirm that Sharon did make it to the Shure Fine store in
Tyngsboro, roughly a thirty minute drive from work, and bought lottery tickets there at
6:57 pm time that night. After that, it seemed the trail went cold. It wasn’t clear where
Sharon went next. All they knew was that her body was found in Bedford the next
morning and her car was missing.

That is, until the morning of Saturday, July 30th when Officer Fred Roache of the
Manchester Police Department discovered a 1985 four door green Subaru while
patrolling the area, parked in the Sears parking lot at the Mall of New Hampshire. The
word had gone out to all the local jurisdictions to keep an eye out for the murdered
woman’s missing car, and when he found it at 5:48 am, it was standing alone in the lot,
about ten spaces from the door of the store.
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Given the fact that Sharon had told colleagues she was going shopping that night, it
wasn’t surprising that she may have headed to the Sears at that mall, since it was one
of her favorite shops. What was surprising though, is that the car hadn’t been there
previously.

You might remember from our last episode that Ken Eaton, Sharon’s brother, had
already done a thorough search of that very lot the day before when Ken Johnson had
asked him to look for her car. Eaton was absolutely certain that the car wasn’t there the
day before, and he wasn’t the only one who was sure of that fact. Three separate police
officers reported that they had patrolled in the exact lot the car was found in the days
prior, and the car had not been there.

[19:03] Arthur Walters was a Sears Automotive employee whose job included putting
any cars that had been left for service in the lots outside into the Sears garage. He did
this every night between 9:00 and 9:30 pm. On the Thursday night Sharon disappeared,
Walters recalled there were no cars at all left in the lot. But the next night, he recalled
there was a station wagon left to be taken into the garage, and then noticed one other
car in the lot. There were no keys at the service desk for that other car, so he just left it
there. Unfortunately, he couldn’t remember anything about the car. Not what kind of car
it was, what color it was, and the statement he gave police didn’t mention at all where in
the lot the car was positioned.

This sequence of events raises a lot of questions. Where was the car on Thursday night
and who moved it to where it was found on Saturday morning? It also raised the
question of whether Sharon actually ever went to the Mall of New Hampshire at all after
work. She may have gone somewhere else altogether and then her car had been
moved to the Sears lot to throw the investigation off.

[20:18] Susan Simpson: This question, however, was answered pretty quickly and
decisively. Three mall employees recalled seeing a pregnant woman of Sharon’s
description, wearing clothing that Sharon was last reported wearing, at the mall that
evening. One of them, an employee at The Limited, became visibly shaken when she
was shown a picture of Sharon. She had not only seen Sharon but had also waited on
her around 8:00 pm. She remembered the time because friends from another store
came to see her immediately after Sharon had left. Another employee named Stephanie
Hunter, who would later testify at trial, remembered seeing a pregnant woman between
7:30 and 7:45 pm that evening. The woman wore a white shirt, had a purse on her
shoulder and a work ID tag. She had been chewing on a pair of glasses and looking at
accessories.
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A third mall employee, when shown Sharon’s picture, likewise identified her and said
they saw her between 7:30 and 8:00 pm.

And then there was the report of a woman who may have seen Sharon later that night
next to the brand new Frank Yanko Pontiac car dealership:

Audio from Frank Yanko commercial:
Frank Yanko’s grand opening celebration continues! Save hundreds, no,
thousands, on New England’s largest selection of new Pontiacs and Cadillacs.
The ‘88 Pontiac Grand Am Coupe, more exciting value for only $84.13, or an ‘88
Le Mans for just $29.43 per week. This is not a lease!

A few days after the murder, Margaret O’Brien went to the Bedford Police Department
with something to report. Margaret worked for the K-Mart on South Willow Street in
Manchester, a street that ran past the Mall of New Hampshire, and she had been
working on the night of the murder.

On the night of Thursday, July 28th, she left work around 9:30 pm, got in her car, and
rolled the windows down since it was a hot night. The Sally Jesse Raphael Show was
on the radio but she turned it off, she was not a fan of talk shows. She pulled out of the
K-Mart parking lot onto South Willow and then made another turn onto Auto Center
Road, driving past the Yanko Pontiac Cadillac car lot.

She slowed down as she approached a car standing in the middle of the road, and then
pulled around and past two people, a man and a woman, who were outside of the car
on the road. As she slowly drove by, she saw the woman being pressed against a car
by the man, who had her by the upper chest. Margaret heard the woman yell “No!”

The man glanced at her as Margaret passed them. She described the man as having
neat, clean-cut dark hair that came halfway down his forehead in the front, and was a bit
long in the back, a mustache, full sideburns, and wearing a light colored sleeveless
muscle shirt, jeans, tennis shoes. His arms, she noted were tan

The woman that the man was holding by the shoulder was about as tall as his chest,
dark-haired, wearing a short sleeve shirt, and pregnant. The car they were standing by,
Margaret noted, was small, light colored, bluish gray or white, and had rectangular
brake lights squared off in sections.
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Margaret said she had wanted to yell at the man but kept going because there was
another car very close behind her.  But when the police showed Margaret a picture of
Sharon, she positively identified her as the woman she’d seen that night.

In her initial meeting with the police Margaret attempted to help them create a
composite of the man she saw, but wasn’t able to. She returned, however, after nine
days to report that she had been watching the six-o’clock news while folding laundry
one night. A man came on the news and Margaret recognized him immediately. She
pointed at the television and began yelling “It’s him, it’s him,” to her boyfriend. It was the
man she had seen the night of July 28th holding the pregnant woman against the car.

“Who was the man?” Detective Sgt. Glennon asked her. “It was the Johnson man,”
Margaret responded.

---

[24:03] Colin Miller: If the police were hoping to find Sharon’s missing belongings, they
were sorely disappointed. The green Subaru held random items - a compact mirror,
grocery list, paper towels, a McDonald’s bag, various paper items, a dental statement
and appointment card. Key pieces of evidence were still missing: Sharon’s purse, the
keys to the car, and the shirt she had been wearing the last time she was seen. The
police searched the grounds surrounding the Frank Yanko car dealership, drained the
pond where Sharon’s body was found, and did a fly over of the area. Nothing.

The police didn’t shy away from asking for the public’s help early on - they put out the
call to be contacted if anyone saw anything related to the crime, found the shirt, or her
purse, or a bloody knife. They also asked folks to keep an eye out for a light jacket,
even though Sharon wasn’t seen wearing one in the video footage of her leaving work.

The public, riveted by this heinous crime, responded. People turned in umbrellas,
jackets, even knives they found, but no one turned in a maternity shirt, and ultimately
none of the items seemed to be relevant to this case.

Surprisingly, given the widespread search and public call to help find evidence, the one
thing the police never seemed to do was actually search the Johnson home. There
aren’t any reports in the files we have to indicate that a search warrant was ever filed or
executed on the property, and no one testifies that such a search was ever undertaken.
For all we know, the evidence they were seeking might have been in that house, or in
the garbage bins outside the house. This is an even more surprising oversight because
otherwise the police were keeping an eye on Ken.
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The same morning that Sharon’s car was found, Saturday, July 30th, the police parked
themselves outside of Ken Johnson’s house to surveille him. The report states that they
cannot be sure who had been to the home before 11:00 am, indicating that was when
the surveillance began. The report notes that Ken was home with his brother Thomas
Johnson, and Thomas’s wife that morning, before anyone else arrived. The officers then
observed Cathi Hampson arriving at 11:3 am, after which Melonie and her father came
by for a brief visit to pick up some of her clothing, and then at 1:30 pm, an entire group
of people arrived: Robert and Debra Stengel, David and Laura Schroth, Sharon’s
brother Ken Eaton.

A few days later, State Trooper RJ Farrell received a phone message from Robert
Stengel, who felt compelled to talk to the police.

Rabia Chaudry:
Do you remember why you reached out to the police to talk to them? Because
the report starts like that. “The Stengels contacted us.” Do you remember why
you would have done that?

Robert Stengel:
Well, yeah. I just felt really bad about it. Knowing Sharon like I did, I had wanted
to talk to somebody about it.

Rabia Chaudry:
It wasn’t because when you met him that day you came away with a feeling like
something was not right here? Was there something about your interaction?
Because the whole conversation is about what happened when you went over
there. So I’m just wondering, did you go over and visit him, and then afterward
you’re like, that was really weird, or something is off, and I need to tell the police
about this whole afternoon?

Debra Stengel:
Well, I mean, something was off. He told us that he fell asleep. He didn’t even
know Sharon didn’t come home. Who does that? He told us that he fell asleep
and when he woke up, she wasn’t home. I can’t even remember what time he
said it was. And he just went back to sleep.

People don’t do that. If you care about someone, you call them and find out
where they are.
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[27:49] Colin Miller: The Stengels had learned of Sharon’s murder from a friend, David
Schroth, who had been given the news by Ken. The Stengels and Schroths decided to
go visit Ken together, to give the family some comfort and assist in any way they could.

They noticed Cathi Hampson’s car in the driveway when they arrived and a moment
later she emerged from the house and greeted them. She told Debra Stengel she had
just arrived herself, and that she didn’t know any more than what was being reported on
the news. Cathi was shaking and crying, and led them inside.

Present already were both Sharon and Ken’s brothers, Ken Eaton and Thomas
Johnson. Ken himself was sitting inside at the dining room table, a drink in his hand, his
head down. The Stengels and Schroths went over to him and gave him hugs and then
settled around the table. Robert asked him how he was doing, and after a long silence
Ken responded, “Ok.” They asked where the girls were and Ken told them that Melonie
was with her father and Julie was with her mother. They would both be back in two days
for Sharon’s funeral.

Debra turned to Cathi and asked her if she thought Sharon would have picked up a
hitchhiker or something, but Cathi said absolutely not. Sharon was careful, especially
since Sharon knew all about Cathi’s own story of being horrifically attacked. Years prior
Cathi had been forced into her car at knife point and driven to another location where
she was brutally raped and nearly strangled. She was sure she was going to die but had
managed to narrowly escape. Just like Sharon, Cathi’s attack had occurred in a sand pit
in Bedford. That’s why, Cathi said to Debra, she was absolutely certain Sharon would
never have voluntarily gone anywhere with a stranger.

The table fell silent listening to Cathi’s story, and then after some random small talk
Robert finally asked Ken what had happened on the night that Sharon disappeared.
While Debra didn’t remember Ken’s answer when giving her statement to the police, her
husband did.

According to Robert, Ken told them that he had arrived home on July 28th around 6:30
pm and fallen asleep while watching TV. He woke up around 9-9:30 pm and saw that
Sharon was still wasn’t home. He must have fallen asleep again, because the next thing
he knew he woke up and it was around 6:30 am the next day. He then called the police
and was told to wait an hour and then call again. Around 7:30 am, Ken told the visitors,
he called the police again and reported Sharon missing.

[30:29] Rabia Chaudry: Of course, this entire timeline is nowhere near what actually
happened.  Debra Stengel was right to feel like something was off, but the Stengels had
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no way of knowing what, exactly. Ken’s story about when he got home was off by almost
four hours, as was the story of why and when he contacted the police. We can only
speculate why Ken’s story changed so dramatically from the 29th to the 30th, but it may
have either been because he had been drinking and was merely confused...or because
he didn’t want the group to wonder where he was in the hours after Sharon left work.

The police later also interviewed Ken Eaton about that Saturday morning visit. That
morning would later become an important aspect in the case they put together against
Jason Carroll, but while Eaton wasn’t able to add much to what the Stengels had said
about that afternoon, he did mention something else. He said that the night before, on
Friday July 29th at around 11:30 pm, he had gotten a call from Ken Johnson. Ken told
Eaton he was out, at a friend’s house in Bow. That he had walked there and watched
the news report of Sharon’s murder with those friends.

Eaton hadn’t heard from Ken again that night, but saw him the next day at his house,
when the Stengels and Schroths had come over. When he was there, Ken’s brother
Tom mentioned to Eaton that Ken had gone for a walk the night before, and he must
have gone to a friend’s house, which is where he called Eaton from.

This was news to the police, that Ken had been out on Friday night, and it was
important news. While they had shown up on Saturday morning to watch his house, no
one had kept track of Ken’s movements the night before. And that would have likely
been when Sharon’s car had been moved to the Sears parking lot, where it was found
early Saturday morning.

Armed with this information, Trooper Thomas Sexton showed up unannounced to Ken
Johnson’s house on the morning of August 10th, about a week after Sharon’s murder.
Sexton noticed Cathi Hampson’s car in the driveway, and found Ken and Cathi sitting in
the living room. They had been writing thank-you-notes to people who had attended the
funeral. Sexton began by asking Ken if he could provide Sharon’s checking account and
credit card information, and asked if he had reported them stolen. After all, her purse
had never been recovered.

[33:05] Susan Simpson: Just two days earlier Melonie had been interviewed by
Detective Sgt. Roger Grenier. She told him that her mother’s purse would have
contained a suede wallet with her driver’s licence, a Sears credit card, a Mastercard, a
AAA card, an AT&T card, a debit card, a Visa card, and perhaps a Discover card as
well. Melonie had been staying at a friend’s house where Detective Grenier stopped by
to interview her, and as they were talking, Ken suddenly dropped by as well.
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As Melonie explained the credit cards her mother had, Ken interjected and said no, the
only card Sharon would have been carrying would have been a Gold Mastercard, and
all other cards he had already turned over to his attorney the day before, along with the
contents of a strongbox.

The mention of a strongbox piqued Detective Grenier’s interest but he wanted to ask
Melonie more about it when Ken wasn’t around. So the next day he dropped by again to
broach the subject. He asked Melonie what kind of keys her mother kept, and Melonie
responded that her mother only kept three keys on her key ring, a house key, and the
keys to the two cars. There were two keys to the strong box, Melonie told the detective,
and both were kept together on a thin wire ring and stored inside the change pocket of
her mother’s wallet.  Detective Grenier pressed Melonie further, asking if she was sure
that Sharon kept both keys on her, and Melonie responded, “Yes.” No one else had a
key to the strongbox, only her mother did.

The next day was when Trooper Sexton stopped by and found Ken with Cathi writing
thank-you-cards. Sexton was there to ask Ken about Sharon’s accounts and credit
cards, and to ask him where he was on the night of Friday, July 29th. Ken was able to
recite their joint account number from memory, and said the only thing missing should
be one credit card, which was in Sharon’s wallet, but he didn’t know the account
number. He had turned over his own credit card, financial and life insurance papers to
his newly hired attorney, Scoop Leahy. He repeated what he told Detective Grenier, that
he had retrieved the papers from a strong box, and then Ken pointed to a small metal
box on the floor of the dining room. Ken pulled out a ring of keys and used one to open
the box and then let Sexton inspect it. The box held Melonie’s social security card and
bankbook, a car insurance policy, blank checks from the couple’s joint account, and
mortgage documents. Ken advised Sexton that there was a second mortgage on the
house in the amount of $40,000.

[35:37] Colin Miller: Sexton asked Ken for access to his phone records but Ken
responded that his phone bill had been in his car, and the police had his car for a while,
so they should have the phone records already. But apparently the police didn’t have
them, and they had already released both of the family cars back to Ken a week earlier.

Sexton then asked Ken directly about what he was doing on the night of Friday, July
29th. That was the same evening Sexton himself had interviewed Ken, the interview in
which Ken told him about the couple’s “noonies.” After the interview Trooper Guy
Kimball had dropped Ken off at home. What did he do after that, did he go for a walk
anywhere? Do anything else? Sexton pressed him.
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“No,” said Ken. He never left the house, never took any walk. He got defensive and told
Sexton that he could produce witnesses to show that he had never left his house on
Friday night. His brother Tom and Tom’s wife were at his place that night, he said, and
they could vouch that he never left.

It might be that Sexton was satisfied with Ken’s answer, that he actually believed him,
because there is no evidence at all to show that the police tried to figure out where Ken
was that night beyond this questioning.

[37:00] Rabia Chaudry: It wasn’t until over a year later, with a new investigative team
at the helm, that the police learned where Ken had been, when they interviewed a
woman that lived not far from the Johnsons named Marilou Farrah.

Marilou’s son Nathan had been good friends with Melonie Johnson, and because of the
kids’ friendship, she and Sharon had become close. Sharon would often walk over since
they were only fifteen minutes away on foot. Marilou’s boyfriend Buddy Beaulieu and
Ken had worked together on various construction projects together, and were
sometimes drinking buddies. This didn’t mean that Buddy and he were friends though,
because out of earshot, Buddy called Ken, “Ken the snake.”

Marilou had learned about Sharon’s murder when Melonie called them on the evening
of Friday, July 29th. Later that night, around 10:00 pm, they got a knock on the door. It
was Ken. Marilou said Ken seemed scared and nervous, and wouldn’t sit down.

He wanted to watch the evening news but the channel wasn’t coming in clearly, which
was making him angry. Ken didn’t seem sad or upset about Sharon’s death to her, and
strangest of all to Marilou was that he seemed to have no questions about who killed
her or why.

At some point Ken made a phone call and told the person on the phone that he’d leave
after the news. Just as Ken was about to head out, he paused at the door, as if a
thought had occurred to him. He told Marilou that the police were looking for Sharon’s
car, that they had put out an all-points-bulletin about it. He said it as if he was worried
the police were looking for it, and then he mentioned that her car had perhaps
disappeared from a mall parking lot.

The next morning, of course, would be when the car was actually found, having
mysteriously appeared at that mall parking lot.
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Marilou told investigators that in the ensuing days Ken came by numerous times,
always walking to their house because, he said, the police had his car. They were
checking the mud on it, he told Marliou, but had found no traces or evidence in it.
Marilou said that Ken was nervous about being questioned by the police, but never
expressed any interest himself in what had happened to Sharon.

What she did recall was that Ken came over after Sharon’s funeral on Tuesday, August
2nd, and began grilling Buddy about what prison was like. Buddy had plenty of
experience to draw from, he had only recently come home after serving years on an
armed robbery charge. When the police questioned Buddy, he confirmed Marilou’s
account that Ken had asked him, almost in tears, about what prison was like, what they
ate, how they slept. Buddy explained the prison system to him and Ken responded,
“Well, that doesn’t sound too bad.”

Shortly after the murder, said Buddy, Ken asked him for a ride to Merrimack, about thirty
miles away, to a house that he said Sharon and him had been looking at to buy.

And according to Melonie, they had indeed been looking to buy a new home:

[40:01] Melonie:
Ok, my mother had started looking at new homes. I do recall there was one
house that we had seen, I don’t know if it was just pictures or what, that I don’t
remember. It was a house, and I’m like, “Oh, yeah. That’s a cool house, I like that
house.”

Because Ken and my mother were talking about buying a new house because
the family was getting bigger.

Ken told Buddy that Sharon wanted to move closer to work, and she likely did given she
had a new baby on the way. What wasn’t clear from this conversation with Buddy was
why Ken wanted to go out to Merrimack now, after Sharon was dead. What was the
point in looking at the house now? And the police never asked Buddy where the house
was, or what they did when they got to the house.

And all of this was rather unfortunate, because that house in Merrimack might have
ended up being instrumental in Ken’s bid to throw the police off his scent.

Next time, on Undisclosed.

---
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Rabia Chaudry: If you have any information related to this case, or any of the cases
that we cover, remember, you can reach us on our phone line at: 410-205-5563.

As always, a big thank you Balookey for our logo, to Patrick Cortes for our theme music,
and Mital Telhan for keeping the ship tight and the ball rolling as our Executive
Producer. A special thanks to my research assistant Jennifery Leahy (and her mom),
and Homicide Investigator Sarah Cailean, who spent way too long in a car with me
driving around New Hampshire.

Transcribed by Skylar Park


